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) Tat Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 21st August states: Pep og 
8 chat Abdul Rahman Khan bas been 
appointed Amir of Kabul. ‘The Gov-' 
ernment has assisted him with money aud ammunition. More- | 
over, the strong fortifications which had been built by the ae 
European officers at Sherpur and around Kabul have been left’ ee: 
intact for his use. This is an instance of magnanimit which 
is quite unprecedented in the history of British India. Te was 
undoubtedly necessary to show such generosity towards the 1 
new Amir in order to convince him that the Government’ 9 
fully trusts him. He in his turn appreciates these favours, and 
professes friendship and loyalty towards the Govern ent. But 
public opinion is naturally divided in ri 


conduct. His present conduct ‘gives no ‘due | to the fature. 
His present object was to obtain the Amitship of Kabul, 
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pond secretly with them, and this he can easily do through 
the Amir of Bokhara. On the other hand, some say that; 
whatever his past conduct might have been, he will always 
remain loyal to the British Government in future. He may 
remain loyal, and we wish that he should, but we are not yet 
sure of it. It is difficult'to realize that he is in league with 
Ayub Khan, asis believed in some quarters. To our thinking 
Ayub Khan has appeared on the scene in order to assert his 
own claims to the throne of Kabul against Abdul Rahman. 
The Khushk-i-Nakhud disaster may be ascribed partly to the 
- wrong policy adopted by the Government in Kandahar and 
partly to the carelessness of the British military officers 
there. We never approved of the appointment of Sher Ali 
as Wali. It was a great mistake that he was appointed Wali 
of Kandahar. He has no influence in the province. Another 
mistake was that a body of British troops was located there 
for his support. The establishment of troops creates doubts 
in the minds of the people. We were under the impression 
that as soon as the British troops entered Kandahar a procla- 
mation wonld be issued to the effect that the province was 
permanently annexed to British territories. Had this been 
done, the Kandaharis would have, nolens volens, acquiesced in 
our rule, and a great deal of unnecessary bloodshed would have 
been avoided. They would have contented themselves with the 
thought that it was the will of God that they should be subject 
to foreign rule, as did the Algerians when Napoleon conquered 
and annexed Algeria. We hope that the Government will now 
undoubtedly annex Kandahar. It is simply inconceivable 
that Ayub Khan will be able to encounter General’ Roberta. 
The British army will not be content with merely expelling ! bis 
troops from Kandahar, but will pursue them to Herat, and 
probably Herat will share the same fate as Kandahar. 


The same paper gives the substance of the collective note 
which the Madrid Conference has sub- ' 
mitted to the Sultan of Moro 00) arg 
ing him to. grant fall wüde liberty to his non-M 


: The Sultan of Morocco. 
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subjects, and to treat them in the same way as- the 
Musalmans ; and of the reply given by him to the ambassa- 
dors of the European | Powers. He has told them that when- 
ever they hear of an injustice having been done by any of 
his officials to any Jew, they should at once report the matter 
to him, and that he has issued strict orders to his officials to 
always do justice to the Jews and to treat them with kind- 
ness, The editor remarks that the orders which the Sultan has 
issued to his officers are undoubtedly very good, but no good 
will accrue from them if they are not strictly obeyed by 
the officials. The present times are really very strange. 
All Muhammadan countries are in a very bad state. The 
attention of politicians and historians should be directed to 
finding out the cause. One season suits one class of trees, and 


* 


another season another class of trees. As it is with trees, so it 


is with nations. When one nation thrives, another declines. 
The mental, moral and material condition of the Musalmans 
is at present very backward compared with that of other 
nations. They are so foolish that they cannot even —- 
guish between a friend and an enemy. 


The Karndmah of the 23rd August states : When about 
, two years ago the Government declared 
war against the late Amir Sher Al, 
some of our contemporaries strongly advised it to annex the 
whole of Afghanistan. What has been the result of two years’ 
fighting? Thousands of men and hundreds of thousands of 
animals perished during the war, and millions sterling were 
spent. At last the Government has had to restore Kabul 
unconditionally to Abdul Rahman, and has reosived . no war 
jndemnity. Now that Ayub. Khan from ‘Herat has attacked 
Kandahar, our contemporaries. advise the» "Goran ‘nment t 
annex both Kandahar and Herat. bey look to their own 
interests. Their object is to increa aber’ of 
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from 1. of Kabul. The Kandaharis as much hate the 
foreigners as do the Kabulis. The Kandaharis hitherto kept 
quiet, but when Ayub Khan arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Kandahar, the Wali Sherz Ali's army deserted and went over 
to Ayub Khan’s camp. As soon as the news of the Khushk-i- 
Nakhud disaster spread in Kandahar, the people rose in arms 
and cast in their lot with Ayub Khan. They are a lawless 
people and can never be trusted. In our opinion, the Govern- 
ment should withdraw its troops from Kandahar and make it 


over to the Amir of Kabul. 


. The Mi hir-i-Nimroz of the 22nd August states that affairs 
had hardly been settled in Kabul when 
war broke out in Kandahar. It is to 
be deeply regretted that, although Ayub Khan was long 
known to be advancing against Kandahar, no adequate pre- 
parations were made by the British officers to meet him. An 
action took place between his army. and General Barrows’ 
brigade at Khushk-i-Nakhud, in which the latter sustained a 
severe reverse with a loss of 1,200 men. It is deserving of 
notice that the Wali Sher Ali’s army deserted and went over 
to Ayub Khan. This is another proof of the fact that the 
Afghans prefer their natural leaders to the creatures of the 
British Govrenment. General Roberts has started from 
Kabul with a large force to punish Ayub Khan. But we 
should not be surprised if Ayab Khan takes his way to 
Herat before General Roberts arrives, in Kandabar. In 
that case General Roberts will have to pursue him to 


The same. 


Herat. If the Government does not wish to permanently . 


occupy Herat, the British army should be withdrawn from 
Herat as soon as it has defeated Ayub Khan, because if 


it lingers on there, it will be exposed to unnecessary trouble 


and expense. As regards Kandahar, in our opinion the 
Government should annex it to British territories. 

not leave it in the possession of Sher Ali, because he will 
not be able to hold it for a single day without the’ assistance 


of our troops; nor can we now r Fetrocede it to A dul Rahman, 


manently er. from the Sivan of Kabul- got 


We en- 


. 
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‘The Urdu Akhbdr (English edition) of the 21st August 
makes the following remarks about 
oe Afghan affairs :— 

4 With the installation of Abdur Rahman the war in 
Afghanistan may be said to have closed to all intents and 
purposes, The occupation army in Kabul left that city. for 
India last Wednesday and may be expected shortly to reach 
our frontier. But what have we gained for all our trouble 
and anxiety ? Probably we are not to gain an inch of ground 
as our own, and if we do it at all, we still hold that the acces- 
sion can only be a precursor of another expedition, to be fol- 
lowed by a complete ruin of our finances, In addition to the 
sovereignty of Kabul, our Government is reported to have 
handed over to the new Amir all the new fortifications raised 
for our troops together with the big guns thereon mounted, 
some ammunition, and a subsidy of four lakhs of rupees in 
cash for the present. What the details of the arrangement 
entered into are probably very few in India know. Such 
retirement does not look like either increasing or keeping the 
British prestige in Afghanistan. But to proceed: but what 
about Kandahar? Is it to be retained as an independent prin- 
cipality ; and if so, how? When a force of sixty thousand 
British troops is in that country the safety of Kandahar is in 
imminent danger, simply because Ayub, with a wretched force 
of Afghan troops, is in its vicinity. The circumstance may 
be lightly regarded, but it is significant, and speaks volames 
against the absurdity of holding that city. If with the pre- 
sence of British troops Kandahar cannot be called safe, what 
will become of the new Wali when our fores is withdrawn f 
The absurdity of makin g that city independent is patent on 
the face of it, and may becomo in our case a fruitful sodree of 
additional trouble and anxiety. But: the late: min str ‘wanted 
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on the Kabul throne, who, for aught we know, may become 
the readiest tool in the hands of Russia; rendered India bank- 
rupt ; and last, though not least, shown to the world that 
their lieutenants were capable of making false budgets’ and 
whitewashing acts which even the most vicious of men 


could not approve of, and all this for what? Simply for 
an idea. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 26th August states that the 
Kabul correspondent of the Civil and 
Military Gazette says that after the 
withdrawal of the British troops prayers were offered at Ka- 
bul as a thanksgiving to God in honour of the evacuation of the 
city by the infidels and the re-establishment of Islam. He also 
reports that the Hindu residents at Kabul have been warned 
to accept the Mubammadan creed, otherwise they would: be 
put to death. We do not consider his latter statement to be 
correct. If such pressure has really been brought to bear 
upon the Hindus with the consent of Abdul Rahman Khan, 
he will probably turn out as great a tyrant as Changez Khan 
and Nadir Shah were. He has only lately been appointed, 
and his influence has not yet been established. It would not 
be surprising if some fanatics killed the Hindus without his 
consent, It was undoubtedly the fear of this revenge that 
induced the Sirdars and Hindus, who are now with our retiring 
Kabul. army, to leave Kabul. It is to be regretted that we 
have at present no good means of obtaining reliable news 
from Kabul. Either an agent should be established at 
Kabul, or some other arrangements should be made for 
the purpose. No one can deny that we have been exposed to 
much hardship in dealing with the Afghans, because we 
could not obtain correct information regarding the enemy 
in time. We cannot yet trust the Afghans. Even the 
loyalty of Abdul Rahman Khan is doubted by some persons. 
Under these circumstances, it is extremely necessary that. * we 
should keep ourselves fully informed about the state of things 
at Kabul; especially at present, when disorder prevails 


The Hindus at Kabul. 
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Southern Afghanistan. We and some of our English con- 


temporaries recommend the permanent occupation of Herat, 


because it would enable the Government to exercise a check 
over the new Amir. We are convinced that he will never allow | 


auytbing to be done at Kabul which may be opposed to our 
interests. 


Sirdars in check. It would have been a good thing had a 


strong body of British troops been established at Kabul for his 
support. But the Government with the example of the mas- . 


sacre of the late embassy before its eyes did not deem it ex- 
pedient to do so, nor did the new Anir approve of it. There 
is no doubt that the lives of those persons at Kabul who showed 
a friendly feeling towards us during the late campaign are now 
in great danger. It is to be regretted that in our anxiety to 
evacuate Kabul we did not compel Abdul Rahman to gua- 


rantee the safety of their lives and property, as we did 1 


Khan. 
. NATIVE STATES. 
The Pramod Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 231d August states: 
A quarrel] between the 
burga. 


jibuba, died and was buried near a Muhammadan mosque. 
The Musalmans lately disinterred his body and ‘threw it in a 
public thoroughfare. Moreover, they demolished one or two 
Hindu temples. It appears from a telegram published i in the 


Times of India that a commission was to sit on the 17th ‘August 
toenquire into the matter, but the lawless conduct of the 
Husalmans prevented it from doing 80. About two thonsand 


Musalmans turned up, defied the police, and broke some Hindu 
idols. Some cows have also been killed by the Musalmans, 


In consequence of these violent acts committ d by th 0 Muse vee 


mans the Hindus have fled from their jotses.” 
statement in the Times’ of Indi 


However, we are afraid that as he has only lately 
ascended the throne, he may not be able to keep his powerful 


We have heard that a quarrel has 
Hindus and Musalmans at taken place between the Hindus and 
Musalmans at Gulburga in the Nizam’s 
territories, About a month ago a Hindu faqir, named Bala- 
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the Hindus of Gulbarga complain that the Musalman officials: 
are not impartial and do not do them justice. This is to be 
deeply regretted. The commission appointed by Sir Salar Jang 
to enquire into the quarrel consists of two Europeans and two 
Parsis. The Hindus have challenged the European members, 
We hope that Sir Salar Jang will carefully enquire into the 
matter and do justice to the Hindus, 


It appears from the Gwalior Gazette of the 18th August 


The death of the Maha- that the senior Maharani of the Ma- 
rani of Mabarsja Sindhia. haraja Sindhia died on the 15th 


August : all the public offices and the traders’ shops at Gwa- 
lior were closed for three days in honor of her death, _ 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Nairang Mazdmin of the 15th August (received on 

The case of Munshi In- the 20th idem), in regard to the caso 
darman of Moradabad. = of Munshi Indarman of Moradabad, 
remarks that areligious controversy has been going on between 
the Hindus and Musalmans for the last two years. The con- 
troversy was first opened by the Musalmans. They published 
some books in which they attacked the Hindu religion and 
abused the Hindu gods. Munshi Indarman of Moradabad. 
took up the cudgels for the Hindus and published some books 
against the Muhammadan religion. In this way Munshi 
Indarman and the Musalmans continued to publish books 
against each other’s religion. The Musalmans were angry 
with him and awaited an opportunity for wreaking vel eance 
upon Indarman. The Jém-i-Jamshed of Moradabad lately 


raised a clamour against him for publishing tuo books 


entitled the Samsdm-i-Hind and the Hamla-i-Hind, and warned 


n N 
him that he might be killed some day by some Ma zalman. 
125 et * 3 i phi’ . iy K * 


The Local Government sent a letter to the | Magistrate 
enquiring whether any breach of the peace was expected 16 


Moradabad owing to the publication of the * in 7 nestion. 


As the case was a religious one, he should 


* eng ; “si j 
uly ies i 7 re 8 A 1 
n “ 5 . we he 9 : ny ee a ig 
or i N n . 4 oy 
80 ; 
e * nnn . 
ee eet 5 Supe 8 2 
c 


6 a | m6 0 020 


2 4 „VW 
2 7 a ad 9k ft phat Lm 9 Me, Ow 
Pe BAe So Fa ROTTS Ate SF 


experienced European officer. ut ho did not do so. He orders 
ed Mir Imdad Ali, Deputy Collector; to enquire into the cage. It 
should be observed that Mir Imdad Ali is a prejudiced Musal- 
man. He always anxiously waited for an opportunity to pro- 
hibit the publication of Indarman’s books. The present oppor- 
tunity was a perfeot godsend to him. He wrote a long report 
on the case, which was of course unfavourable to Indarman. 
Before he had finished his report the Magistrate went to Ram- 


pur, which is only ten miles from Moradabad, for some reason ä — 
unknown to us. He returned thence on the 21st July: in the gee 
evening, and on the following day at 2 p.m. he at onoe issued 5 5 3 ey 
a warrant of arrest against Indarman, undér section 293 of 5 


the Indian Penal Code. It should be observed that the 

offence with which he was charged was not 80 grave as would 
justify the issue of a ‘warrant, nor was there the smallest 
suspicion that he would abscond.. On the contrary, he had 
sent a letter to the Magistrate by post, under a registered 
cover, stating that he was not satisfied with Mir Imdad 
Ali’s enquiries, and asking him to send for him when he 
intended to write a reply to the letter he had received 
from the Local Government. When Munshi Indarman was 
taken before the Magistrate, he asked him to give security 
for Rs. 1,000, although he must have been aware that the 
accused was not a rich man. To demand such a large secu- 
rity from him was virtually ordering him to go to prison. 
But fortunately a friend of his deposited the money in the 
court on his behalf, and he was thus saved a great indignity. 
The 23rd July was a holiday and the court was closed... The: 
Magistrate heard the case on the 24th Jaly, convicted the 
accused under section 293 of the Indian. Penal Code, a 
fined him Rs. 500. It 2 4 he Magistrate 
has not quoted the extracts from Munshi Indarman’ a books 

which he. condemned as obscene, in his judgment, 1 
extracts contained terms expressi ve of nome: of the aer arta 
of the human body, but those. extract | n 
by Munshi Indarman from the ( 
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Munshi Indarman was very fortunate in that although the 
Magistrate was bent upon dishonouring him, he contented him- 
self with fining him and did not sentence him to imprisonment. 
The following facts ¢ are ee of consideration in connec- 
tion with this case :— 


(1) A ‘Musalman officer was appointed to enquire into the 
case. 


(2) The institation of the suit by the Magistrate imme- 
diately after his return from Rampur. 


: 8 The issue of a warrant of arrest instead of a summons 
against the accused. 


(4) The accused was not 8 to being forward bis 
witnesses or produce other evidence in his support. 


(5) The Magistrate frequently consulted Mir Imdad Ali 
about the case. 


(6) The decision of such an important case in two days by 
the Magistrate. 


The Anjuman-t-Panjdb of the 20th August, in regard to 

the case of Munshi Indarman, remarks 

that the Hindus and Musalmans of Mo- 
radabad should have settled their dispute amicably. The pun- 
ishment of Munshi Indarman has excited religious animosity 
between the Hindus and Musalmans throughout India, which 
cannot be too deeply regretted. We have heard that the 
Hindus are collecting subscriptions to appeal against the deci- 
sion of the Magistrate on behalf of Munshi Indarman. The Mu- 
hammadan proprietors of the printing presses at whieh books, 
written by Musalmans against the Hinde religion; have been 
printed are trembling through fear. They are afraid that suits: 
may beinstituted against them by the Hindus. There is no doubt 
thateach Jud gedecides évery case on its own merits, - Ho J 


The same. 
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of Moradabad should have consulted the Local Governmen 
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shout it before passing judgment. Would it not have been 
potter had the case been made over toa Funchait for decision? 
Every case in which some great Pandit or Maulvi is concerned 
should be decided with great care, because they have thou- 
sands of disciples. The Government and the leaders of the 
Hindu and Masalman communities. should now adopt some 


measures which may calm the excitement which Munshi 


Indarman’s punishment has created. 
The Prince of Wales’ Gazette of the 20th August, referring 
o the case of Munshi Indarman, con- 
demns the decision of the Magistrate 
as opposed to Her Majesty's proclamation of 1857, which pro- 
hibits officers from interfering in religious matters ; and com- 


The same. 


plains that the Musalmans have also published many books 


in which they have abused the Hindu gods and saints. More- 
over, the editor complains that the Jam-i-J amshed of Morad- 
abad threatened Munshi Indarman that he would be killed 
some day by some Musalman, and remarks that the Magis- 
trate should have taken the editor of that paper to task for 
this threat. 


The Almora Akhbdr of the 15th August (received on the 
20th idem) states that the use of 


Hindi versus Urdu. | 1 
Nagri character has lately been intro- 


duced in the courts in Berar in the place of Persian character. 


The change is at present. very warmly discussed in the 
hewspapers. Some persons are of opinion that not only the 
character should be changed but the Hindi language should 
be substituted in the place of Urdu throughout India. 


Mr. Grierson has published a very able article on the subject 


in the Calcutta Review. There is no doubt that e adoption 
of the Nagri character for the proceedings of the courts would 


be very useful. The Persian character affords much ron 
for fraud. A word written in the Persian shikasta'style c 


be read in several different ways. But the Nagri character is 


entirely free from this defect. ° Moreover, the Negri alphabet 


Circulation, 
50 copies. 


Circulation, 
120 copies. 


Circulation, 
120 copies, 


ate 


( 588 ) 


‘fs 80 perfect that it can be used to express words of other lan- 


guages with almost perfect accuracy. In this respect it excels 
every other alphabet. Some persons say that the Nagri 
character cannot be so speedily written as the Persian, but 
they are mistaken. Let them once pay a visit to our courts in 
Kumaun and see how speedily and efficiently the work is done 


here in Nagri. As regards the popular language of these 


provinces, the question is whether it should be called Urdu 


or Hindi. If you ask a petson who considers Urdu to be 


different from Hindi, what is the difference between the two 
Janguages, he will only reply that that form of the vernacular 
in which there is a great admixture of Persian words is 
Urdu, and that in which there is a great admixture of Sans- 
krit words is Hindi. Butasthe groundwork of the vernacular 
is taken from Prakrit, which was a corruption of Sanskrit, 
it should be properly called Hindi. 


The Ahsan-ul-Akhbdr of the 19th August denounces the 
The case of George Nairns, use Of spirituous liquors, and remarks 
Caloutte, that one George Nairns, while in a 
state of intoxication, lately killed a police constable at Calcutta. 
He has been condemned to the gallows. This is what is 
meant by justice. The British law recognises no distinction 
of creed or colour. ane 


The Dabir-i-Hind (Allahabad) of the 21st August states 
that it is well known that the police 
generally prevent the mukhtars and 
vakils of under-trial prisoners from having interviews with 
the latter. It is always the object of the police that the 
accused, whether he is guilty or not, should be convicted and 
punished. It appears from the Madras Athenceum that a plead- : 
er lately complained to the Madras High Court that he had 
been prevented from having access to an under-trial prisoner | 

in the jail. On this the Madras Government issued an order 
that mukhtars and vakils should be allowed to have free ‘ 


access to under-trial prisoners in the jail. We hope that * 


Under · trial prisoners. 
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Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh will 
follow the example of = Madras Government. 
‘RAILWAY. 
The Phalera station, Raj- A correspondent ‘of the J. e 


putana State Railway. Gazette of the 21st —? wile 
from Sambhar, states: 


“The arrangements made bi the R. 8. g Railway for the 


conveyance of passengers from Agra or Delhi to Sambhar 


rid Phalera are so defective that travellers are put to a great 
deal of inconvenience in consequence of their being obliged 
to wait at Phalera for about 4 hours in expectation of the 
train from Ajmere. There is no comfortable seras at the place 
to afford shelter to passengers, whose sufferings cannot be toe 
highly over-estimated, particularly on dark cloudy or rainy 
nights during the monsoons. If the railway authorities have 
no remedy for this sad state of things, why are tickets issued 
to stations where no arrangements for conveyance exist! 
One who has suffered the evil consequences of this on a rainy 
night can hardly fail to see the degree of hardship. and trou- 
ble travellers are put to in travelling through to Sambhar. 
The construction of a shed outside the station would remove 


all this inconvenience and trouble, and I think the matter 
should be represented to the proper authorities.” 
LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Prince of Wales’ Gazette (Meerut) of the 20th August 
The impressment of Complains that kulis are being i re acl 
kulis, Meerut. ed in Meerut by the Government offi- 


cials for service on the frontier, The kulis are confined in 


the commissariat camel enclosure, which is situated near our 
Press, during the night like sheep, On the night of the 18th 
August many kulis escaped from the enclosure although its 
walls are more than six feet high. In our opinion no man 
should be sent to the frontier against his will. 
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all the. streets and lanes at Fatehpur with the respectable 
classes of the community. They should be expelled from all 
the streets and lanes and ordered to live together in one 
corner of the town. Moreover, a lock-hospital should be estab- 
lished for them in order to check the spread of venereal diseases. 


A correspondent of the Sabha Kapurthala of the 21st 
Ribhertes at Galwali, August, writing from Amritsar, com- 
Amritear. plains that highway robberies are 
often committed near Galwali, which is situated three miles 
from Amritsar. Sardar Panjab Singh, subahdar, was lately 
attacked by some robbers who severely beat him and robbed 
him of all the property he had with him at the time. It would 
bea good thing if a police chauki were established near 
Galwali. , 


The untimely death of Rev. M. A. Sherring, M. A., 
Rer. M. A. Sherring, the Principal of the London Mission 


School, Benares, is noticed with deep 
1 88 by the Benares papers, and he has been much praised 
for his learning and courtesy. 
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